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The Department of Justice (DOJ) previously announced changes to the Office of Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Collaborative Reform Initiative for Technical Assistance 
(CRI-TA) to align the program with the principles outlined by the Attorney General in support of 
local law enforcement and the original intent of the authorizing statute. The changes were made 
effective September 15, 2017 and will provide targeted assistance directly to local law 
enforcement based on their identified needs and requests. 
 
The City of St. Anthony and the St. Anthony Police Department remain committed to 
maintaining a partnership with the COPS Office that will allow us the ability to receive targeted 
technical assistance resources related to the Collaborative Reform goals and objectives, which 
were originally identified by the COPS Office during the initial assessment phase of the process. 
 
The City of St. Anthony has been working with the DOJ in creating a Work Plan of tailored, 
targeted technical assistance based largely on their assessment and community input which 
preceded the release of our goals and objectives, adopted March 23rd, 2017. We anticipate the 
Work Plan will be released this winter and will be posted on our website. 
 
At the beginning of the CRI-TA process, we agreed that participation in the CRI-TA program 
would not preclude any future investigations into the patterns and practices of our police 
department by the DOJ Criminal or Civil Rights Division. We are encouraged that to date, we 
have not been made aware of any issues related to the patterns and practices of this law 
enforcement agency that require an investigation. 
 
Recently completed technical assistance in the areas of Fair and Impartial Policing and 
Procedural Justice have been very well received by the police department and our staff. 
Through this work we have been moved to create a broader awareness of these principles in 
order to enhance community trust and legitimacy. We are focused on improving 
community-oriented policing practices, transparency, professionalism, accountability, and public 
trust, taking into account national standards, promising practices, current and emerging 
research, and community expectations. 
 
We greatly appreciate the technical assistance this collaboration has provided. We eagerly 
await the final draft of the Technical Assistance Work Plan so that we may continue working on 
our stated goals and objectives. 


